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the Cullen-Harrison Act, named after the legis-
lation’s sponsors, went into effect and for the
first time since 1920 the purchase, sale, and
consumption of beer and wine with an alcohol
content of 3.2 percent, was legal.

Fast forward 76 years to 2009 when one of
my constituents, Justin Smith, sparked the
idea of celebrating National Beer Day on April
7th. In March of this year, Justin’s efforts
eventually lead to our Governor Terry
McAuliffe recognizing National Beer Day in
Virginia. National Beer Day has grown to such
prominence that it was recently featured as a
clue on Jeopardy.

The impact that craft brewers have on the
Virginia economy is substantial. According to
the Virginia Craft Brewers Guild, the Common-
wealth of Virginia had 142 breweries and
nearly $1 billion in economic impact in 2016.
The craft brewing industry is growing rapidly in
Virginia and given current trends, will continue
to do so. In 2016, Virginia craft brewers took
home 13 medals from the Great American
Beer Festival proving that Virginia’s craft brew-
ers are plenty in number, but also in quality.

Craft breweries such as 1781 Brewing Co,
Battlefield Brewing Co., Beer Hound Brewery,
Extra Billy’'s Smokehouse and Brewery, Far
Gohn Brewing Co., Final Gravity Brewing Co,
Kindred Spirit Brewing, Lickinghole Creek
Craft Brewery, Midnight Brewery LLC, Rock
Bottom Restaurant & Brewery, Steam Bell
Beer Works, Strangeways Brewing, The An-
swer Brewpub Co., and Willow Spring Brewery
are located in my district.

I’'m delighted to have so many craft brewers
supporting the local economy, providing jobs,
and promoting the safe consumption of beer in
my district.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN SOLDIER ARMY CORPORAL
(CPL) TYLER JOE DICKENS

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen soldier Army
Corporal (CPL) Tyler Joe Dickens who paid
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 12, 2005, during Operation Iraqi
Freedom Ill. CPL Dickens died from injuries
he sustained when a rocket-propelled grenade
struck his guard tower in Al Mahmudiyah, Iraq.
CPL Dickens was assigned to the 2nd Squad-
ron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Irwin, California.

CPL Dickens entered active service in June
2002. He followed in the footsteps of his fa-
ther, Joseph Dickens, who also served in the
Army. CPL Dickens served as a sniper team
leader at the time of his death.

During CPL Dickens’s memorial service, a
letter from a superior, Captain Gary Mills, was
read aloud. Mills described how proud Dickens
was of his family and that he enjoyed sharing
stories with his unit and pictures of his wife,
Elisha, and newborn son, Austin.

“The platoon was proud when [his] son was
born,” Mills wrote. “We would like to thank his
entire family. None of us will ever forget Tyler
J. Dickens.”

CPL Dickens was awarded the Bronze Star
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, National
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Defense Service Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary Medal, Expert Infantry-
man Badge, and the Combat Infantryman
Badge.

CPL Dickens’s sacrifice for the freedoms we
all enjoy will not be forgotten.

INTRODUCTION OF A PRIVATE
BILLL. FOR THE RELIEF OF
DANIELA VARGAS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, today, | am introducing a bill to provide re-
lief to Ms. Daniela Vargas, a young woman
from my Congressional district in Mississippi.

Ms. Vargas was brought to the United
States by her parents as a seven-year-old
child from Argentina in 2001. Like the esti-
mated 750,000 other young people in the
same situation, she became a Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipient and
has a pending DACA renewal application. By
all accounts, Ms. Vargas is a hard worker
who, up until March, was living the American
Dream. Having graduated from high school
with honors in 2013, Ms. Vargas was pursuing
her college degree in hopes of becoming a
math teacher. On March 1, 2017, this valuable
member of our community who respects our
laws, pays her taxes, and has no criminal
record found herself the innocent victim of the
cruelties of our current immigration system.

On that day, Ms. Vargas participated in a
press event at City Hall in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi organized by local church leaders and
immigration advocates to raise awareness
about the negative impacts that politically-mo-
tivated immigration enforcement actions di-
rected by the Trump Administration are having
on communities across the country and those
young people with DACA status who have
come to be known as “Dreamers”. Exercising
her First Amendment Rights, Ms. Vargas
shared her family’s story and courageously
spoke out on behalf of those who, like her, live
with the fear that on any given day they will
be deported in furtherance of the President’s
misguided and cruel immigration agenda.
When Ms. Vargas and a friend left the DACA
event at City Hall, they were trailed by ICE
Agents. After pulling the car over on the side
of the road, the ICE Agents, who should have
been aware that Ms. Vargas had a pending
DACA renewal application, took her into cus-
tody and transferred her to a detention facility
in Jena, Louisiana—160 miles from her home.
When Ms. Vargas’ case was brought to my at-
tention, I, along with a diverse network of civil
and immigration rights groups, mobilized on
her behalf. Thankfully, on March 10th, a U.S.
District Court granted the petition submitted on
her behalf and she was released from deten-
tion, but an order for her removal remains ac-
tive.

Enforcement of our country’s immigration
laws must hold steadfast to our cherished
American values. Our nation needs law-abid-
ing DACA recipients, like Ms. Vargas, to be
free from the threat of deportation so that they
can contribute to our communities. These
Dreamers took a leap of faith during the
Obama Administration and came out of the
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shadows in the hopes that our immigration
laws would be reformed to give them the se-
curity they need to build a better future for
themselves and their families. Members of the
Jackson community support Ms. Vargas
wholeheartedly, and | am proud to offer my
support as well. While this may be a private
bill for one individual, | strongly believe we
must do better by the thousands of other
young people like Ms. Vargas who now live in
fear of being uprooted from the communities
that they call home. We urgently need to offer
them a secure path forward, not one that
pushes them back into the shadows or threat-
ens to send them away from the country that
is their home.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
VOLUNTEER WEEK

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize today to recognize National
Volunteer Week, which will take place the
week of April 23-29, 2017. During National
Volunteer Week, organizations across the
country celebrate the efforts of volunteers who
share their time and talents with those in
need—the homeless, the hungry, the elderly,
the at-risk youth, and other marginalized popu-
lations.

National Volunteer Week was established in
1974 by President Richard Nixon. Every U.S.
president since then has issued a proclama-
tion during National Volunteer Week, encour-
aging Americans to volunteer in their commu-
nities. This week serves to remind us all that
we are a nation of people that thrives on serv-
ing others. The volunteering of time and re-
sources has been an instrumental part of the
essence and tradition of our country and re-
mains essential to its spirit and vitality.

| especially would like to recognize the great
work of the Tri-Community Directors of Volun-
teer Services (Tri-DVS), which has been pro-
viding support to professionals working in the
volunteer services field in Columbus and Fort
Benning, Georgia and Phenix City, Alabama
since 1985. In addition to promoting vol-
unteerism, Tri-DVS provides support, training,
networking opportunities, and professional
skills accreditation to its members.

Each year, Tri-DVS holds a luncheon during
National Volunteer Week to recognize and
thank the volunteers in the tri-city area. In
September, the group sponsors a seminar, In-
vesting in Volunteerism, to help organizations
integrate volunteer services into their oper-
ations.

Tri-DVS is a leader in the movement to im-
prove communities through volunteerism and |
applaud their resounding efforts to encourage
and expand volunteer services for individuals
and organizations throughout the tri-city area.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in
recognizing National Volunteer Week by ac-
knowledging the positive impact volunteerism
has on communities throughout the country. In
addition, | ask that my colleagues join me in
honoring the Tri-Community Directors of Vol-
unteer Services for their efforts to provide sup-
port for the volunteers who tirelessly share
their time and talents with those in need.
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HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, on April 5,
2017, | was unavoidably absent due to a fam-
ily medical emergency and missed roll call
votes 217-220. Had | been present, | would
have voted as follows:

Roll call vote 217: On ordering the previous
question: NAY

Roll call vote 218: On agreeing to the Reso-
lution, H. Res. 242: NAY

Roll call vote 219: On Motion to Table the
Appeal of the Ruling of the Chair: NAY

Roll call vote 220: On final passage of H.R.
1304—Self-Insurance Protection Act: YEA

———

38TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT (TRA)

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize a very important day in U.S.-Tai-
wan relations. April 10th marks the 38th Anni-
versary of the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA).
This important statute has been critical in de-
fining the diplomatic, economic, and strategic
relationship we have enjoyed with Taiwan over
the last four decades. In 2017, Taiwan is the
United States’ tenth largest trading partner.
The TRA has strengthened our relationship
and helped encourage a particularly strong
economic partnership.

The growth of Taiwan is a living breathing
example that trade benefits humanity, and not
just economically. Particularly in light of the
scheduled meeting between President Trump
and Chinese President Xi Jinping, it is impor-
tant for our nation to remember and com-
memorate the special relationship between the
United States and Taiwan, a thriving and inno-
vative economy that most countries envy. In
this new and exciting era for our two nations,
one that promises to emphasize bilateral trade
agreements, | impress on the administration
that a strong relationship between the U.S.
and Taiwan is key to sustaining peace, sta-
bility and liberty in the Asia-Pacific region.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to a continuing
successful cooperation between the United
States and Taiwan. | am also confident that if
we continue to enhance our economic rela-
tionship, this dynamic partnership that we've
built together will continue to thrive in the fu-
ture.

HONORING MR. BERVIN HARRIS

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, this past Feb-
ruary, | was honored to recognize outstanding
members of the Bronx community during my
office’s annual Black History Month Celebra-
tion. During that time, we gave pause to com-
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memorate the innumerable contributions that
African Americans have made—and continue
to make—to our Nation. Today, it gives me
great pleasure to rise in honor of one of those
exceptional individuals, a trailblazer in youth
civic engagement through the power of music.
It is with great pleasure and admiration that |
stand before you to honor Mr. Bervin Harris.

Mr. Harris is the Co-Founder and CEO of
Renaissance Youth Center in my district. He
has over 30 years of social development ex-
perience in the areas of youth services and
community development, and cofounded the
Youth Center in 2001. As CEO, he has cre-
ated and managed several successful pro-
grams throughout the Bronx community. Ren-
aissance Youth Center serves close to 4,000
youth a week at multiple sites, providing chil-
dren in the Bronx with educational program-
ming, tutoring, and musical lessons. Mr. Harris
also manages, writes and directs for the cen-
ter's Music With A Message (MWAM) Band,
performing with them in close to 100 shows a
year. Mr. Harris is also the director of the cen-
ter's citywide youth council, Youth In Power,
with more than one thousand teens partici-
pating.

Under the direction of Mr. Harris, the youth
council participates in precinct, community
board, and mayoral meetings by partnering
with community organizations and advocating
for their peers and neighborhoods. Recently,
the council led the charge to hold a local
slaughterhouse owner accountable for prop-
erly disposing of their trash and keeping the
surrounding area clean. Their efforts brought
this quality of life issue to the attention of the
health department and local elected officials
which in turn forced the business owner to ad-
dress the community’s concerns. Mr. Harris
has built many partnerships for Renaissance
including with the New York Police Depart-
ment, Carnegie Hall, NYC Parks Department,
Berklee College of Music, and many more.

Prior to Renaissance, Mr. Harris was the
program director at a Beacon program where
he more than tripled the annual budget and
was recognized as one of the 4 “Model Bea-
cons” by the Department of Youth and Com-
munity Development.

Mr. Harris is also an artist on Capitol
Records where as an accomplished musician,
singer, song writer he has produced and writ-
ten songs for a wide variety of musicians,
ranging from Hip Hop artists like KRS-1 to
R&B artists like Mary J. Blige to Jazz artists
like Herbie Hancock. Mr. Harris has also writ-
ten the music score for the stage play | Sing
4 Luv and recently co-wrote and directed the
stage play Bronx Side Story. Mr. Harris re-
ceived his undergraduate degree from Old
Westbury College and management certificate
from Fordham University.

Mr. Harris is an incredible advocate for the
youth of our community, and he has made our
borough a much better place because of his
efforts.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Mr. Bervin Harris for his passion for
uplifting the youth in our community.
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FAMU
HEAD

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF
WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
COACH, VERONICA WIGGINS

HON. AL LAWSON, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the accomplishments of FAMU
Women’s Softball Head Coach, Veronica
Wiggins. Coach Wiggins and her team cele-
brated her 700th career victory earlier this
month in the Puerto Rico Collegiate Softball
Classic.

Coach Wiggins reached this impressive
milestone in her 26th season at Florida A&M
University. With this win, Coach Wiggins is
now the longest serving head coach in the
school’s 100-plus year of athletic history and
ranked 44th on the NCAA’s Career Coaching
wins list for active coaches. Known as an in-
tense competitor, master psychologist and
mother hen, Coach Wiggins is a true leader in
the Rattler Community.

Since the beginning of her career at FAMU
in 1990, Coach Wiggins has been the archi-
tect of one of the more respected mid major
Women’s Softball programs in NCAA Division
One. She has led FAMU Softball to a 226-76
record all-time in Mid-Eastern Athletic Con-
ference play, while guiding her charges into
postseason play eight times. Coach Wiggins
was inducted into the FAMU Sports Hall of
Fame, won the MEAC Outstanding Tour-
nament Coach Award eight times and is a
four-time MEAC Coach of the Year. She has
served with a spirit of love and patience that
has carried her into victory.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire FAMU
Rattler community, | am proud to honor Coach
Wiggins. She is an inspiration to many across
northern Florida both on and off the softball
field. Her enthusiasm and passion for her
team have not gone unnoticed.

| look forward to watching FAMU Women'’s
Softball Team future success and | wish
Coach Wiggins well as she continues to lead
the mighty rattlers to victory.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI NAVY SEAMAN
(SN) KATRINA RENEE GRADY

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen Mississippi
Navy Seaman (SN) Katrina Renee Grady who
died of an intracerebral hemorrhage on April
18, 2002, during Operation Enduring Freedom.
She had been onboard the USS Port Royal
when she became ill. She passed away at Be-
thesda Naval Medical Center, MD.

SN Grady was the youngest of six children
raised by her mother, Mary Grady, in Green-
ville, Mississippi. She graduated from T.L.
West High School in 1992. Following gradua-
tion from Mississippi Valley State University in
1998, SN Grady enlisted in the U.S. Navy. It
was her desire to follow in the footsteps of her
grandfather who served in the military and her
brother, Charles Grady, who joined the Mis-
sissippi National Guard.
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